Ruptured intracranial aneurysms in pediatric polyarteritis nodosa: case report.
Polyarteritis nodosa (PAN) is a rare, systemic necrotizing vasculitis of small and medium size arteries that leads to aneurysms in various organs. Aneurysms associated with PAN are common in visceral arteries, however, intracranial aneurysms are rare, especially in childhood. A pediatric patient with PAN developed serial hemorrhagic strokes from a ruptured superior cerebellar artery aneurysm (subarachnoid hemorrhage) and a de novo aneurysm of the frontoorbital artery (intracerebral hemorrhage) after 9 months. Patients with PAN who present with intracranial aneurysms are candidates for intervention even if the aneurysm is unruptured and still small, and close observation is needed to detect de novo aneurysms in patients with chronic history of PAN.